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Clinical effects of oral green tea extracts in four
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Abstract

Green tea or its constituents have long been touted as a health promoting substance including claims it may have cancer prevention
properties. We previously reported the in vitro ability of one tea polyphenol, epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG), to induce apoptotic cell death
in the leukemic B-cells from a majority of patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL). After the publication of our findings many
patients with CLL and other low grade lymphomas began using over-the-counter products containing tea polyphenols despite the absence of
evidence to suggest clinical benefit, definition of possible toxicities, or information on optimal dose and schedule. We have become aware of
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our patients with low grade B-cell malignancies seen in our clinical practice at Mayo Clinic who began, on their own initiative, oral ingestion
f EGCG containing products and subsequently appeared to have an objective clinical response. Three of these four patients met criteria
or partial response (PR) by standard response criteria. Although spontaneous remission/regression is occasionally observed in individuals
ith low grade B-cell malignancies, such events are rare. Several patients presented here had documented steady clinical, laboratory, and/or

adiographic evidence of progression immediately prior to initiation of over-the-counter green tea products and then developed objective
esponses shortly after self-initiating this therapy. Such anecdotes highlight the need for clinical trials of tea polyphenols to define the
ptimal dosing, schedule, toxicities, and clinical efficacy before widespread use can be recommended. An NCI sponsored phase I/II trial of
e-caffeinated green tea extracts for patients with asymptomatic, early stage CLL opened at Mayo Clinic in August 2005.

2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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. Introduction

Green tea or its constituents have long been touted as a
ealth-promoting substance with claims of cancer prevention
roperties. Recent studies have more precisely identified the
ctive chemical compounds in green tea that may mediate
hese effects. These compounds are as a group termed tea
olyphenols or catechins [1]. In March 2004, we reported the
n vitro ability of one tea polyphenol, epigallocatechin gallate
EGCG), to induce apoptotic cell death in the leukemic
-cells from a majority of patients with chronic lymphocytic

eukemia (CLL) [2]. EGCG also reduced levels of the protein
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Mcl-1, an anti-apoptotic protein of known importance in
CLL B-cell resistance to apoptosis [3,4], at doses as low as
0.68 �M. The serum concentration of EGCG achieved by tea
drinkers is between 0.1 �M and 1.0 �M [5–7]. Our findings
suggested EGCG’s effect on CLL B-cells was, at least in
part, mediated through its affects on the VEGF receptor [2];
however, a multiplicity of other biologic mechanisms for
EGCG effects on tumor cells has also been proposed [1,8,9].

Most low grade, B-cell malignancies are incurable with
current treatments, and asymptomatic patients with these
illnesses are often managed with what physicians term
“watchful waiting” [10]. After the publication and subsequent
dissemination of our findings with EGCG in CLL by the lay
press [11], some patients with CLL and other low grade lym-
phomas began using over-the-counter products reported to
contain tea polyphenols despite the absence of evidence on
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clinical benefit, toxicity, or knowledge of optimal dose and
schedule.

2. Methods

Based on feedback from colleagues and our patients, we
become aware of several patients with low grade, B-cell
malignancies seen at Mayo Clinic who, of their own ini-
tiative, began oral ingestion of EGCG containing products
and appeared to objectively derive clinical benefit. With IRB
approval, patient charts were subsequently abstracted for the
clinical details regarding diagnosis and clinical course prior
to and after initiating green tea containing products. Patients
were contacted to clarify, as much as possible, the prepara-
tion, quantity, frequency of use of green tea products, and
to update our records with recent blood counts from outside
laboratories. Here, we present four patients who we believe
have evidence of clinical benefit from these products.

2.1. Patient 1

A 58-year-old woman, with a history of hypertension and
post-polio syndrome, was incidentally noted to have a slightly
elevated absolute lymphocyte count (4.67 × 109 L−1) in June
2001. Immunophenotyping of peripheral blood lympho-
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Fig. 1. Fifty-eight-year-old woman with CLL/SLL: serial CT scans prior to
and after initiation of green tea containing products.

44 months after diagnosis and has not required conventional
therapy.

2.2. Patient 2

A 55-year-old woman was evaluated for asymptomatic
cervical adenopathy in March 2003. Excisional node biopsy
demonstrated a grade 1, follicular B-cell lymphoma with
a clonal population that expressed CD 19, CD20, CD 10
ytes demonstrated a clonal population of B-cells expressing
D5, CD23, and dim surface immunoglobulin. Adenopa-

hy on staging CT scan was primarily limited to the bilat-
ral axillary regions (largest node 1.5 cm × 2.5 cm) with
ubtle adenopathy (between 1 cm and 2 cm) also noted in
bdomen and inguinal regions. The patient was categorized
s having the small lymphocytic lymphoma (SLL) variant of
LL/SLL [10,12]. She had no constitutional symptoms or

ignificant cytopenias and was managed with observation.
ver the ensuing 29 months, the patient had a progres-

ive increase in lymphadenopathy (largest node 3 cm × 4 cm
n CT scan November 2003), but there was no signifi-
ant change in her absolute lymphocyte count (ALC) (range
.1 × 109–5.2 × 109 L−1). A bone marrow biopsy obtained
uring February 2003 (20 months after diagnosis) demon-
trated 20–25% marrow involvement by CLL/SLL B-cells.
ytogenetic analysis by fluorescent in situ hybridization

FISH) demonstrated these cells carried the trisomy 12 abnor-
ality.
After hearing reports regarding the in vitro effects of

ea polyphenols on CLL B-cells, the patient started taking
n over-the-counter green tea capsule labeled as containing
15 mg of tea polyphenols twice per day beginning in March
004 (33 months after diagnosis). Over the next 12 months,
he demonstrated a steady clinical and radiographic decline in
er lymphadenopathy with >50% reduction in bilateral axil-
ary nodes (Fig. 1) and near normalization in the size of all
ther areas of adenopathy. The patient’s reduction in lymph
ode size met the NCI criteria for a partial response (PR). She
ontinues to do well taking daily oral tea polyphenol capsules
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(dim), and CD23. CT of the chest, abdomen, and pelvis
demonstrated a 1.7 cm × 2.0 cm left axillary node and multi-
ple mesenteric nodes at the upper limit of normal size. LDH
was normal and bilateral bone marrow biopsies demonstrated
5% marrow involvement of follicular lymphoma. The patient
was categorized as having stage IV disease and observation
was recommended. Follow-up CT scans in November 2003
(8 months after diagnosis) and May 2004 (14 months after
diagnosis) demonstrated measurable progression of lym-
phadenopathy in the left axilla (largest node 3.0 cm × 2.3 cm)
and mesentery (∼2.7 cm × 1.2 cm). The patient remained
asymptomatic and continued observation was recommended.

After hearing reports regarding the in vitro effects of green
tea extract on CLL B-cells, the patient began drinking a cup
of green tea each day (prepared with two tea bags) starting
August 2004 (∼17 months after diagnosis). Follow-up CT
scans in November 2004 (20 months after diagnosis) and
June 2005 (27 months after diagnosis) demonstrated a >50%
decrease in the sum of the products of the six largest lymph
node areas consistent with a PR according to the International
Working Group [13] criteria for non-Hodgkins lymphoma
(Fig. 2). She continues to do well drinking green tea daily
27 months after diagnosis and has not required conventional
therapy.

2.3. Patient 3
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Fig. 2. Fifty-five-year-old woman with follicular lymphoma: serial CT scans
prior to and after initiation of green tea containing products.

she had a sustained decline in her ALC (Fig. 3). Despite
this decline in ALC, she would be classified as having sta-
ble disease according to the NCI criteria. She continues to
do well without conventional therapy now 77 months from
diagnosis.

2.4. Patient 4

A 60-year-old woman with a history of hypertension,
hypothyroidism, and osteoporosis had an incidental diagno-
sis of asymptomatic Rai stage 0 CLL in July 1995 (ALC
A 50-year-old woman with sleep apnea, depression, and
istory of resection of a benign parotid tumor had inciden-
al diagnosis of Rai stage 0 CLL in February 1999 (ALC
0.5 × 109 L−1). The patient had no clinical symptoms and
as observed over the next 5 years with a slow increase
f her ALC. In approximately January 2004, she developed
atigue and night sweats. Her WBC was 32.1 × 109 L−1 and
LC was 20.4 × 109 L−1. A marrow biopsy was obtained and
emonstrated 5% involvement by CLL B-cells. A CT scan
f her chest/abdomen/pelvis at that time did not demonstrate
ny adenopathy or splenomegaly.

The patient had heard reports regarding the in vitro effects
f green tea extract on CLL B-cells and started using a
reen tea patch (labeled as containing 300 mg polyphenols)
aily as well as drinking three green tea packets each day
labeled as containing 300 mg of polyphenols in each packet)
n April 2004 (62 months after diagnosis). One month later,
he patient’s WBC was 26.6 × 109 L−1 and her ALC was
7.2 × 109 L−1. No change in clinical symptoms was noted;
owever, the patient’s night sweats resolved after discontin-
ing escitalopram oxalate used for treatment of depression.
he patient discontinued the patch but continued drinking
ne green tea packet per day. In July 2004, she came to
ayo Clinic for a second opinion regarding her constitu-

ional symptoms. ZAP-70 testing and CD38 testing at that
ime were both negative. The patient’s constitutional symp-
oms were not deemed to be secondary to CLL and continued
bservation was recommended. She continued drinking one
acket of green tea per day. Over the following 11 months,
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Fig. 3. Fifty-year-old woman with CLL. Arrow indicates the date of initia-
tion of green tea. All blood counts were done in the same laboratory.

7.68 × 109 L−1). She was observed over the next 5 years
and remained asymptomatic. Prognostic factor testing in July
2000 showed that the patient’s CLL B-cells were CD38 neg-
ative, immunoglobulin heavy chain variable gene status was
mutated, and had deletion of 13q- by FISH testing. ZAP-
70 testing at a later time point (7/05) was negative. The
patient was continued on surveillance. In August 2004 (109
months after diagnosis), her WBC and ALC increased to
24.2 × 109 L−1 and 12.6 × 109 L−1, respectively.

The patient was very concerned by this increase in the
blood ALC. She had heard reports regarding the in vitro
effects of green tea extract on CLL B-cells, and began drink-
ing eight cups of green tea per day. One week later, her WBC
was 18.1 × 109 L−1 and ALC was 10.0 × 109 L−1. She con-
tinued drinking eight cups of green tea daily with further
decline in her ALC over the following 4.5 months (Fig. 4).
Based on her 50% reduction in ALC she would be classi-
fied as a PR according to the NCI criteria. In April 2005,
the patient was started on methotrexate and prednisone by
her home physicians for treatment of arthritis making inter-
pretation of subsequent blood counts difficult. She is still
asymptomatic from her CLL 120 months from diagnosis and
continues to drink green tea daily.

F
t

3. Discussion

In total, our report on these patients with low grade B-
cell malignancies adds to the growing evidence that food
products that contain polyphenols have anti-tumor activ-
ity. In fact, the polyphenol containing agents have not only
been shown to have anti-tumor activity but have been linked
to chemoprevention of human tumors. A number of epi-
demiologic studies have linked consumption of green tea
to a decreased risk of cancer. A wide range of animal
models has also supported green tea’s ability to prevent
tumorigenesis [1]. Multiple mechanisms have been proposed
as the explanation of the effect of green tea, including
anti-angiogenic properties [14–16], DNA damage [17,18],
and inhibition of telomerase [1,9]. More recent studies of
EGCG suggest this agent may affect folate metabolism [19],
suppress transcription factors leading to cell-cycle arrest
[2,14,19–30], and induce oxidative stress through generation
of ROS [19–30]. In vitro studies have also shown EGCG
decreases levels of anti-apoptotic proteins [2,31] at drug lev-
els which are achieved in the serum of tea drinkers in vivo
[5–7].

In addition to our published work in CLL showing that
EGCG can induce apoptosis in CLL B-cells, tea polyphenols
were recently reported to induce caspase-3 dependent apop-
totic cell death in primary acute myeloid leukemia cells and
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ig. 4. Sixty-year-old woman with CLL. Arrow indicates the date of initia-
ion of green tea.
alignant B-cell cell lines through a mechanism dependent
n ROS generation [23]. Similar to our findings in primary
LL B-cells, EGCG treatment was associated with down-

egulation of Mcl-1 but not Bcl-2 [23]. These investigators
lso demonstrated that in vivo treatment with EGCG induced
poptosis of AML cells in a mouse model [32]. Two groups
ave reported that EGCG induces apoptotic cell death in pri-
ary human myeloma cells [23,24]. Interestingly, the poten-

ial clinical efficacy of green tea as a chemopreventative agent
as recently suggested in a double-blind, placebo-controlled

rial of EGCG capsules for treatment of men with high-
rade, prostate intraepithelial neoplasia. This study found
nly 3% of men taking EGCG developed prostate cancer
fter 1 year of follow-up versus 30% of men assigned to
lacebo [33].

Several recent studies explored the safety and toxicity
f pharmacologic doses of EGCG in healthy individuals
34,35]. One study of decaffeinated, purified EGCG as daily
ral therapy for 4 weeks (400 mg, p.o., BID or 800 mg, q.d.)
eported only mild, adverse effects (excess gas, stomach ache,
pset stomach, nausea, abdominal pain, headache, muscle
ain, and dizziness) which, with the exception of grade 1
ausea, were similar in frequency and severity to those expe-
ienced by individuals receiving placebo [34]. No toxicities
reater than grade 1 were observed. The plasma concentra-
ion of free EGCG could be increased five-fold when taken
n fasting conditions rather than with food [36]. In another
tudy of a single, oral dose of EGCG in 60 healthy adults,
o toxicity was observed in 10 patients treated at the highest
ose tested, 1600 mg [35].
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Toxicity at relatively high doses also appears to be mild in
patients with malignancy. Thus, a phase I, dose escalation
study using green tea extract (GTE) treatment in patients
with incurable solid tumors found generally mild to mod-
erate toxicity at most dose levels in 49 patients treated
for up to 6 months with GTE. This study used once daily
and three times daily dose schedules. Doses ranged from
0.5 g/m2 to 5.05 g/m2 on the once daily schedule and 1 g/m2

to 2.2 g/m2 on the three times daily schedule. Dose limiting
toxicities (DLT) in this study were gastrointestinal and neu-
rologic (agitation, insomnia, and memory difficulties), and
were attributed to caffeine in the preparation used rather than
tea catechins [37]. To the best of our knowledge, none of the
patients we report here experienced adverse effects attributed
to green tea containing products.

Spontaneous remission/regression can occur in individu-
als with low grade B-cell malignancies, including CLL/SLL,
although the frequency of such events appears to be rare
[38–40]. Additionally, many of the patients labeled as having
a “spontaneous” remission/regression in prior reports actu-
ally received conventional therapy prior to regression [40]. In
contrast, several patients in this report had documented steady
clinical, laboratory, and/or radiographic evidence of disease
progression immediately prior to initiating over-the-counter
green tea products and had objective responses shortly after
starting this therapy. Three of the patients reported here
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These anecdotes cannot determine the effectiveness of tea
polyphenols, and highlight the need for clinical trials to define
the optimal dosing, schedule, toxicities, and clinical benefits
before widespread use can be recommended. An NCI spon-
sored phase I/II trial of de-caffeinated green tea extract for
treatment of patients with asymptomatic, early stage CLL
opened at Mayo Clinic in August 2005.

Acknowledgements

This work was supported in part by grant nos. CA95241
and CA95241-S from the National Institutes of Health,
National Cancer Institute, and philanthropic endeavors of Mr.
E. Spencer. TDS and CSZ received partial salary support NCI
Lymphoma SPORE CA97274.

References

[1] Yang C, Maliakal P, Meng X. Inhibition of carcinogenesis by tea.
Annu Rev Pharmacol Toxicol 2002;42:25–54.

[2] Lee Y, Bone N, Strege A, Shanafelt T, Jelinek D, Kay N. VEGF
receptor phosphorlyation status and apoptosis is modulated by a
green tea component, epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG), in B-cell
chronic lymphocytic leukemia. Blood 2004;104:788–94.

[3] Kitada S, Andersen J, Akar S, et al. Expression of apoptotis-
regulating proteins in chronic lymphocytic leukemia: correlations

[

[

[

[

patients 1, 2, and 4) met criteria for a partial response
ccording to standard criteria (NCI criteria [10] for patients
ith CLL and International Working Group Criteria [13]

or patient with follicular lymphoma). Patient 3 would be
lassified as having stable disease despite her reduction in
LC. The timing of these responses suggests to us that they
ccurred due to the use of tea polyphenols rather than a
pontaneous regression. None of these four patients had dra-
atic changes in other medications or occurrence of any

ther significant medical illness at the time of their green
ea/EGCG associated responses. The literature would sug-
est that observing four such regressions at a single medical
enter in an 18 month time interval, all by chance occurring in
onjunction with initiation of green tea containing products,
ould be unusual [38].
We are not able to confirm the exact type or amount of

olyphenol taken by each patient. Over-the-counter herbal
upplements are not considered pharmacologic agents by the
.S. Food and Drug Administration and their content is not

egulated. The products ingested by the individuals presented
ere were labeled as green tea/EGCG containing products;
owever, there is no verification between the labeled amount
f tea polyphenols these preparations are reported to contain
nd their actual polyphenol content. Furthermore, since we
o not routinely question patients on their use of green tea
ontaining products, we do not know the number of patients in
ur practice who used green tea/EGCG and it is therefore not
ossible to estimate what percentage of patients taking such
roducts had experiences similar to the individuals presented
ere.
with in vitro and in vivo chemoresponses. Blood 1998;91:3379–
89.

[4] Saxena A, Viswanathan S, Moshynska O, Tandon P, Sankaran K,
Sheridan D. Mcl-1 and Bcl-2/Bax ratio are associated with treat-
ment response but not with Rai stage in B-cell chronic lymphocytic
leukemia. Am J Hematol 2004;75:22–33.

[5] Yang CS. Inhibition of carcinogenesis by tea. Nature 1997;389:
134–5.

[6] Cao Y, Cao R. Angiogenesis inhibited by drinking tea. Nature
1999;398:381.

[7] Yang CS, Chen L, Lee MJ, Balentine D, Kuo MC, Schantz SP. Blood
and urine levels of tea catechins after ingestion of different amounts
of green tea by human volunteers. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers
Prev 1998;7:351–4.

[8] Ermakova S, Choi B, Choi H, Kang B, Bode A, Dong Z. The
intermediate filament protein vimentin is a new target for EGCG. J
Biol Chem 2005;280:16882–90.

[9] Lin J. Cancer chemoprevention by tea polyphenols through modu-
lating signal transduction pathways. Arch Pharm Res 2002;25:561–
75.

10] Cheson BD, Bennett JM, Grever M, et al. National Cancer Institute-
Sponsored Working Group Guidelines for Chronic Lymphocytic
Leukemia: revised guidelines for diagnosis and treatment. Blood
1996;87:4990–7.

11] News TESC. Green tea confuses cancer cells. CBS newscom; 2004.
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/04/01/earlvshow/contributors/
emilysenav/main609880.shtml.

12] Harris NL, Jaffe ES, Diebold J, et al. World Health Organi-
zation classification of neoplastic diseases of the hematopoietic
and lymphoid tissues: report of the Clinical Advisory Committee
meeting—Airlie House, Virginia, November 1997. J Clin Oncol
1999;17:3835–49.

13] Cheson BD, Horning SJ, Coiffier B, et al. Report of an international
workshop to standardize response criteria for non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phomas. NCI Sponsored International Working Group. J Clin Oncol
1999;17:1244.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/04/01/earlvshow/contributors/emilysenav/main609880.shtml
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/04/01/earlvshow/contributors/emilysenav/main609880.shtml
Me
Highlight



712 T.D. Shanafelt et al. / Leukemia Research 30 (2006) 707–712

[14] Lamy S, Gingras D, Beliveau R. Green tea catechins inhibit vascu-
lar endothelial growth factor receptor phosphorylation. Cancer Res
2002;62:381–5.

[15] Jung Y, Kim M, Shin B, et al. EGCG, a major component of green
tea, inhibits tumor growth by inhibiting VEGF induction in human
colon carcinoma cells. Br J Cancer 2001;84:844–50.

[16] Ahmad N, Feyes DK, Nieminen AL, Agarwal R, Mukhtar H. Green
tea constituent epigallocatechin-3-gallate and induction of apoptosis
and cell cycle arrest in human carcinoma cells. J Natl Cancer Inst
1997;89:1881–6.

[17] Naasani I, Oh-Hashi F, Oh-Hara T, et al. Blocking telomerase by
dietary polyphenols is a major mechanism for limiting the growth of
human cancer cells in vitro and in vivo. Cancer Res 2003;63:824–30.

[18] Naasani I, Seimiya H, Tsuruo T. Telomerase inhibition, telomere
shortening, and senescence of cancer cells by tea catechins. Biochem
Biophys Res Commun 1998;249:391–6.

[19] Navarro-Peran E, Cabezas-Herrera J, Garcia-Canovas F, Durrant M,
Thorneley R, Rodriguez-Lopez J. The antifolate activity of tea cat-
echins. Cancer Res 2005;65:2059–64.

[20] Furukawa A, Oikawa S, Murata M, Hiraku Y, Kawanishi S. Epigal-
locatechin gallate causes oxidative damage to isolated and cellular
DNA. Biochem Pharmacol 2003;66:1769–78.

[21] Azam S, Hadi N, Khan N, Hadi S. Prooxidant property of green tea
polyphenols epicatechin and epigallocatechin-3-gallate: implications
for anti-cancer properties. Toxicol In Vitro 2004;18:555–61.

[22] Nakagawa H, Hasumi K, Woo J, Nagai K, Wachi M. Generation of
hydrogen peroxide primarily contributes to the induction of FE(II)
dependent apoptosis in Jurkat cells by epigallocatechin gallate. Car-
cinogenesis 2004;25:1567–74.

[23] Nakazato T, Ito K, Ikeda Y, Kizaki M. Green tea component, cate-
chin, induces apoptosis of human malignant B cells via production

[

[

[

[

[28] Inoue M, Suzuki R, Koide T, Sakaguchi N, Ogihara Y, Yabu
Y. Antioxidant, gallic acid, induces apoptosis in HL-60RG cells.
Biochem Biophys Res Commun 1994;204:898–904.

[29] Jain A, Martin MC, Parveen N, Khan NU, Parish JH, Hadi SM.
Reactivities of flavonoids with different hydroxyl substituents for
the cleavage of DNA in the presence of Cu(II). Phytother Res
1999;13:609–12.

[30] Hadi SM, Asad SF, Singh S, Ahmad A. Putative mechanism for anti-
cancer and apoptosis-inducing properties of plant-derived polyphe-
nolic compounds. IUBMB Life 2000;50:167–71.

[31] Leone M, Zhai D, Sareth S, Kitada S, Reed JC, Pellecchia M. Cancer
prevention by tea polyphenols is linked to their direct inhibition of
antiapoptotic Bcl-2-family proteins. Cancer Res 2003;63:8118–21.

[32] Nakazato T, Ito K, Miyakawa Y, et al. Catechin, a green tea compo-
nent, rapidly induces apoptosis of myeloid leukemic cells via mod-
ulation of reactive oxygen species production in vitro and inhibits
tumor growth in vivo. Haematologica 2005;90:317–25.

[33] Bettuzzi S, Brausi M, Rizzi F, Castagnetti G, Peracchia G, Corti A.
Chemoprevention of human prostate cancer by oral administration of
green tea catechins (GTCs) in high grade PIN subjects: a preliminary
report from a 1 year proof of principle study. Proc Am Assoc Cancer
Res 2005;46 [abstract #4400].

[34] Chow H-HS, Cai Y, Hakim IA, et al. Pharmacokinetics and safety
of green tea polyphenols after multiple-dose administration of epi-
gallocatechin gallate and polyphenon E in healthy individuals. Clin
Cancer Res 2003;9:3312–9.

[35] Ullmann U, Haller J, Decourt J, et al. A single ascending dose
study of epigallocatechin gallate in healthy volunteers. J Int Med
Res 2003;31:88–101.

[36] Chow H, Hakim I, Vining D, et al. Effects of dosing condition
on the oral bioavailability of green tea catechins after single-dose

[

[

[

[

of reactive oxygen species. Clin Cancer Res 2005;11:6040–9.
24] Shammas MA, Koley H, Batchu R, et al. Specific killing of multiple

myeloma cancer cells by epigallocatechin-3-gallate extracted from
green tea. Blood 2004;104:2461 [abstract].

25] Malik A, Azam S, Hadi N, Hadi SM. DNA degradation by water
extract of green tea in the presence of copper ions: implications for
anticancer properties. Phytother Res 2003;17:358–63.

26] Bertram B, Bollow U, Rajaee-Behbahani N, Burkle A, Schmezer P.
Induction of poly(ADP-ribosyl)ation and DNA damage in human
peripheral lymphocytes after treatment with (−)-epigallocatechin-
gallate. Mutat Res 2003;534:77–84.

27] Hayakawa F, Kimura T, Hoshino N, Ando T. DNA cleavage activi-
ties of (−)-epigallocatechin, (−)-epicatechin, (+)-catechin, and (−)-
epigallocatechin gallate with various kinds of metal ions. Biosci
Biotechnol Biochem 1999;63:1654–6.
administration of polyphenon E in healthy adults. Proc Am Assoc
Cancer Res 2005;46:B70.

37] Pisters K, Newman R, Coldman B, et al. Phase I trial of oral
green tea extract in adult patients with solid tumors. J Clin Oncol
2001;19:1830–8.

38] Thomas R, Ribeiro I, Shepherd P, et al. Spontaneous clini-
cal regression in chronic lymphocytic leukaemia. Br J Haematol
2002;116:341–5.

39] Gomez Garcia EB, van Lochem EG, van Lorn K, Hooijkaas H.
Spontaneous remission of b-chronic lymphocytic leukaemia. Br J
Haematol 2002;119:874–5.

40] Ribera JM, Vinolas N, Urbano-Ispizua A, Gallart T, Montserrat E,
Rozman C. “Spontaneous” complete remissions in chronic lympho-
cytic leukemia: report of three cases and review of the literature.
Blood Cells 1987;12:471–83.


	Clinical effects of oral green tea extracts in four patients with low grade B-cell malignancies
	Introduction
	Methods
	Patient 1
	Patient 2
	Patient 3
	Patient 4

	Discussion
	Acknowledgements
	References


